Coronation aimed for diversity

The coronation of King Charles I took place at Westminster Abbey on May 6th, The ceremony has a
history of over 1,000 years, and this coronation was different from the previous ones in two respects:
“diversity” and “slimmed-down monarchy”.

The planners of the coronation tried to make the ceremony more representative of (Dthe multicultural

Britain today by involving other religions and people from a wider variety of races and backgrounds.

It is the first time in history that females and @non-Christian figures were involved in the crowning
of a monarch. Jewish, Hindu, Sikh and Muslim peers presented the King with 3key pieces of regalia

during the ceremony.

(1) Penny Mordaunt, a member of Parliament, became the first woman to carry the Sword of State.

(2) Baroness Merron of Lincoln represented the Jewish faith and presented the Imperial Mantle.

(3) Lord Patel represented the Hindu faith and carried the Sovereign's Ring.

(4) Lord Indarjit Singh represented the Sikh faith and carried the Glove.

(5) Lord Kamall represented Muslim faith and carried the Armills(bracelets).

(6) A gospel choir performed for the first time during the coronation service.

King Charles Il has shown great interest in non-Christian faiths. He said: “I mind about the

inclusion of other people’s faiths and their freedom to worship in this country. @While being Defender of

the Faith, you can also be protector of faiths.”
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Charles II’s Slimmed-down Monarchy

King Charles Il had a shorter, smaller and less expensive coronation ceremony compared to his
mother’s. Buckingham Palace said that the King is very aware of the struggles of modern Britons, and
aimed for a modest event during Britain’s cost-of-living crisis.

@ Here are some changes to slim down the event:

(1) The procession from Buckingham Palace to Westminster Abbey was 2 kilometers long, which was a bit
shorter than the one Queen Elizabeth took in 1953.

(2) Camilla, the Queen Consort, wore a recycled crown. It was the first time in recent history that an
existing crown is used for a queen, without creating a new crown for the ceremony. Buckingham Palace
said, “It's a move made in the interests of sustainability and efficiency."

(3) The number of participants in the coronation was cut to about 2,200, or a quarter of the participants
in the ceremony for Queen Elizabeth.

By the way, Crown Prince Akishino and Crown Princess Kiko attended the coronation on behalf of

Japan. Emperor Naruhito did not attend the ceremony. It was not President Biden but his wife Jill Biden

attended the ceremony. Why did the national leaders or monarchs skip the coronation?

Naotaka Kimizuka, a professor of British history at Kanto Gakuin University, says, “Britain used to

be one of the most powerful empires, and its king is the embodiment of that power. But the ranking of

kings and queens in each country is determined by their length of reign. It would not be desirable for
guests who has higher ranks than the new king to attend the ceremony.”
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British people’s opinions on the royal family

@ There are Bclear generational differences regarding people’s opinions on the royal family: According

to a poll, 70% of young British people between the ages of 18 and 35 say they're "not interested" in their
own country's royal family. In contrast, 58% of people over the age of 65 say they are interested.
Meanwhile, on the morning of the coronation, hundreds of demonstrators gathered along the
procession route in London, holding up signs “Not My King.” They are calling for the abolition of the
monarchy. One protester says, “It isn't democratic and promotes inequality in this country. In the 21st
century, why are we still allowing a hereditary relic of the past, without any vote from the people?
Another protester says, “Why 1is the royal family wasting taxpayers’ money amid a cost-of-living
crisis?“ In the U.K., food prices have been 19% higher, and electricity prices rose by 66.7% in March 2023

compared with a year before.
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Q15 There are some demonstrators who don’t support the monarchy. Why do they say, “Not My

King” ? Give two reasons.
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Q17 Japan has an emperor system. It is a hereditary relic that has a history of more than 1500

years. Do you think that Japan should preserve or abolish a monarchy? Why do you think so?
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https://www.cbsnews.com/the-royals/
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1. The planners of the coronation tried to make the ceremony more representative of the multicultural

Britain today.

2. Tt is the first time in history that females and non-Christian figures were involved in the crowning of

a monarch.

3. dJewish, Hindu, Sikh and Muslim peers presented the King with key pieces of regalia.

4 . King Charles I had a shorter, smaller and less expensive coronation compared to his mother’s, because

he is very aware of the struggles of modern Britons, and aimed for a modest event.

5. “Why is the royal family wasting taxpayers’ money amid a cost-of-living crisis?”
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